Uniled Malions  *
Educational, Scienlific and _
Cultural Drganizalion

United MNotions Educalionnl. Selentifle LCP.O-INTERPOL Ivernatienal Covnctl of Mussums
and Culimral Crponiztion a0, Quai Charles de Gaulle uison de UNESCO
1. sz Melimllis A Lo 1. rue Misllis
T4732 Parls Cedex 15 Frumee T5T32 Paris Cedex 15
France Frunce
Tl #33 (D)1 45 68 44 37 Tel: +33 (044 72 44 7000 Tizlz + 33 (b0 47 34 (5 [K]
Fux: +33 (0} 45 &8 55 06 Fox: + 33 (0 72 44 To32 Fox: +33 (001 43 06 78 62
Email = ing.cultluredimnesen.org Emsil: woaidimerpalinl Emsail: secretarinlisam. museam
Ref.: UNESCO: DG/, &/CLT/CIH/MCO/1 84

IPSG: 2007/182/SCA/DCO/WOA/KHK /bl

uhbject: Basic Actions concerning Cultural Objects being offered for Sale over the
Internet

Dear Sir'Madam,

As cultural property is 8 unique lesimony to the culture and identity of a people and an
irreplaceable asset for its future, INTERPOL, UNESCO and ICOM are concerned by the
ongoing increase of illicit trafficking in such property. In particular, as recently confirmed by
an INTERPOL survey carried out in 56 Member States, it has been internationally recogmzed
that the illicit trade in cultural objects via the Internet is a very serious and growing problem,
both for countries of “origin™ (where the theft has occurred) and destination countries.

It is well known that the significance, provenance and authenticity of the cultural objects
offered for sale on the Internet vary considerably. Some have historical, artistic or cultural
value, others do not; their origin can be legal or illicit, and some are genuine, while others are
forgeries. Most countries do not have the means to review all Internet sales nor to investigate
all offers of a suspicious nature. However, all countries should attempt to respond to the illicit
trade in cultural objects via the Internet by taking the appropriate measures.

These issues were discussed al the third annual meeting of the INTERPOL Expert Group on
Stalen Cultural Property held at the INTERPOL General Secretariat on 7 and 8 March 2006.
The participants agreed that monitoring the Internet poses a number of challenges due to:

a) the sheer volume and diversity of items offered for sale;

by the variety of venues or platforms for the sale of cultural objects on the Internet;
¢) missing information that hinders proper identification of objects;

d) the limited reaction time available owing to short bidding periods during a sale;
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the legal position of the companies, entities or individuals serving as platforms for the
trade in cultural objects over the Intemet;

the complex issues related to jurisdiction conceming these sales; and

the fact that the objects sold are ofien located in a country different from that of the
Internet platform.

Following a recommendation adopted by this meeting, INTERPOL, UNESCO and 1COM
have therefore developed the subsequent list ol

Basie

Actions to counter the Increasing Illicit Sale of Cultural Objects through the

Internet

The Member States of INTERPOL and UNESCO and the States with ICOM National
Committees are invited to':

.

| o]

L]

Strongly encourage Internet sales platforms to post the following diselaimer on all their
cultural objects sales pages:

“With regard to culiural objecis proposed for sale, and before buving them, buyvers
are advised to: i) check and request a verification of the licit provenance of the object,
including documenis providing evidence of legal export (and possibly import) of the
object likely to have been imported; i) request evidence of the seller's legal title. In
case of doubs, check primarily with the national authovities of the country of origin
and INTERPOL, and possibly with UNESCO or ICOM.™

. Request Internet platforms to disclose relevant information to law enforcement agencies

and to cooperate with them on investigations of suspicious sales offers of cultural
objects;

. Establish a central authority (within national police forces or other), which is also

responsible for the protection of cultural properties, in charge of permanently checking
and monitoring sales ol cultural objects via the Internet;

. Cooperate with national and foreign police forces and INTERPOL as well as the

responsible authorities of other States concemned, in arder to:

a) Insure that any theft and‘or any illegal appropriation of cultural objects be reported
to INTERPOL National Central Bureaux, in order to enable relevant information to
be posted on the INTERPOL Stolen Works of Art Database;

b} Make information available about theft and/or any illegal appropriation of cultural
objects, as well as about any subsequent sale of such cultural objects, from or to
national territories, using the Internet;

¢} Facilitate rapid identification of cultural objects by: i) ensuring updated inventories
with photographs of cultural nbjecls or at least their description, for example
through the Object 1D standard”; 11} maintaining a list of recommended experts;

' Please be advised that the above-mentioned Basic Actions are neither “Recommendations™, nor “Declarations,

Charte
“Resal

rs and similar stondard-seiting instuments” adopied by the General Conference of UNESCO, nor
utions” adopied by the General Assembly af Interpol,

" The Object 1D, which is an international standard for describing art, antiques, and antiguities, a3 well as a
version with supplementary information {endorsed by ICOM, Getty and UNESCOY), are available on the 1C0M

website (hetp:/Nicommusenm'object-id).
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d) Use all the tools at their disposal to conduct checks of suspicious cultural property,
in particular the INTERPOL Stolen Works of Art Database and the corresponding
INTERPOL DVD;

e) Track and prosecute eriminal activities related to the sale of cultural objects on the
Internet and inform the INTERPOL General Secretariat of major investigations
invalving several countries.

3. Mantain statistics and register information on the checks conducted concemning the
sale of cultural objects via the Internet, the vendors in question and the results obtained;

6. Establish legal measures to immediately seize cultural objects in case of a reasonable
doubt eoncerning their lieil provenance;

7. Assure the return of seized objects of illicit provenance to their rightful owners.

We would be grateful if you could kindly forward these Basic Actions to the relevant
authorities in your country. We would alse appreciate being informed of any measure taken in
this regard.

Should you need additional information or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact
INTERPOL, UNESCO or ICOM.

Please aceept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of our highest consideration.

—_—
E.oichiro Matsuura Fonald K. Moble Alissandra Cumimins

Director-General Secretary General President, International
Linited Nations Educational, 1.C.P.O.-INTERPOL Council of Museums,
Scientific and Cultural ICOM
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